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 First Sunday in Lent 

“Come to Die” 
Rev. Timothy D. Smith 

8am & 9:30am Sunday, February 21, 2021 
 

FOCUS Today we hear of God testing Abraham and of Satan tempting Je-

sus. James reminds us that God tempts no one. So, how can we know whether 
God is testing us or Satan is tempting us? James reminds us that “Every good gift 
and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights with 
whom there is no variation or shadow due to change” (James 1:17). As we go 
through life, striving to live out our calling as God’s people, we will hit obstacles 
and face tests to our faith and to how we live that faith. God can work through 
these tests to draw us closer to Him. On the other hand, Satan wants to lure and 
entice us away from the path God would have us walk. 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 
 

RINGING of the BELLS 
 

WELCOME 
 

OPENING HYMN     “The God of Abraham Praise”      LSB 798, v.1-4 
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Public domain 

 

INVOCATION 

L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES     Mark 14:38; 1 Peter 5:8; 1 Corinthians 10:12-13  

L Jesus said, “Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The 
spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 

C Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around 
like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 

L Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. No 
temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. 

C God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, 
but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you 
may be able to endure it. 

 

Confession and Absolution 
L God’s Word reminds us that when we were slaves of sin, we were free in 

regard to righteousness. 
C But now that we have been set free from sin and have become slaves of 

God, the fruit we get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life. 
L  For the wages of sin is death, 
C  but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

(A moment for silent confession.) 
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L Brothers and sisters in Christ, the proof of God’s amazing love is this: While 
we were sinners, Christ died for us. Let us therefore approach the throne of 
grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in 
time of need. Let us therefore, go to God in prayer, confess our sins, and 
receive the healing and grace that only He can give.   (Rom. 5:8; Heb. 4:16) 

 

 Almighty God, we confess to You that we have sinned by our own fault in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and what we have left 
undone. Forgive us and hear us as we sing: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music: Matthew J. Hoehne. Copyright © 2017. Used by permission. 
 

L Righteous God, we have not loved You with our whole heart and mind and 
strength. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not for-
given others as we have been forgiven. Forgive us and hear us as we sing: 

♫   C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy upon us. 
L Merciful God, in our sinfulness, we have hungered after that which does 

not satisfy, we have compromised with evil, we have doubted Your power 
to protect us. Forgive us and hear us as we sing: 

♫   C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy upon us. 
L Loving God, restore in us such trust and love that we may walk in Your 

ways and delight in doing Your will. In Jesus' name we pray 

C Amen. 
L As Jesus began His ministry, He said, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom 

of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” As you have repented 
of your sins, and as a called and ordained servant of Christ and in His stead, 
I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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SALUTATION and PRAYER of the DAY 
L The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
L Let us pray. O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilder-

ness and brought them to the Promised Land. Guide the people of Your 
Church that following our Savior we may walk through the wilderness of 
this world toward the glory of the world to come; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 

OLD TESTAMENT      Genesis 22:1-18 

After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, 
“Here I am.” 2 He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go 
to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the moun-
tains of which I shall tell you.” 3 So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his 
donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut 
the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God had 
told him. 4 On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from 
afar. 5 Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the 
boy will go over there and worship and come again to you.” 6 And Abraham took 
the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand 
the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. 7 And Isaac said to his 
father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, “Behold, 
the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8 Abraham 
said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they 
went both of them together. 9 When they came to the place of which God had 
told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in order and bound 
Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then Abraham 
reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 11 But the angel of 
the Lord called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, 
“Here I am.” 12 He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, 
for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your 
only son, from me.” 13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, be-
hind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took 
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the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham 
called the name of that place, “The Lord will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On 
the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.” 15 And the angel of the Lord called to 
Abraham a second time from heaven 16 and said, “By myself I have sworn, declares 
the Lord, because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only 
son, 17 I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of 
heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess 
the gate of his enemies, 18 and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be 
blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.” 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING        “The Lamb”        arr. Hansen, Behnke 
 

EPISTLE          James 1:12-18 

Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the 
test he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love 
him. 13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God 
cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. 14 But each person is 
tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 15 Then desire when it 
has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death. 
16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 17 Every good gift and every perfect 
gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no 
variation or shadow due to change. 18 Of his own will he brought us forth by the 
word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures. 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL               Mark 1:9-15 

L The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. 10 And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heav-
ens being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11 And a voice 
came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 12 The 
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Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13 And he was in the wilder-
ness forty days, being tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild animals, and 
the angels were ministering to him. 14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came 
into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, 
and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” 
L This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 
 and of all things visible and invisible.  
 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
 of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God 
 of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 
 Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 
 salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit 
 of the  virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us, 
 under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He 
 rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven  and sits 
 at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to 
 judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds 
 from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is 
 worshipped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in 
 one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for 
 the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the 
 life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

A SPECIAL MESSAGE for the CHILDREN 
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HYMN of the DAY “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”   LSB 657 

 

 

 

 

 
© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011765. Public domain 

 

SERMON          “Come to Die”     Rev. Timothy D. Smith 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN “O Lord, throughout These Forty Days”  LSB 418 
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© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011765. Public domain 

 

PRAYER of the CHURCH 

L Friends in Christ, I urge you to lift up your souls to our God in whom we 
 trust, as Christ, our Lord, promises to hear us.  
 Lord Jesus, You are the Lord of the Church. Bless the work of our congrega-

tion, especially as we meet and vote to extend a call to a teacher. Be pre-
sent in our decisions and grant to us a spirit of unity so that we may be pow-
erful witnesses to Your mercy and grace. Remember Your mercy, O Lord, 

C and Your steadfast love, for they have been from of old. 
L Lord Jesus, You are our Teacher. 
C Make us to know Your ways, O Lord; teach us Your paths. Lead us in Your 

truth and teach us, for You are the God of our salvation; for You we wait 
all the day long. 

L Remember Your mercy, O Lord, 
C and Your steadfast love, for they have been from of old. 

L Lord Jesus, You are the God of our salvation. 
C Guide us, Lord, in living lives that bear witness to Your truth.  
L Lead us to connect with those who are wandering or who do not know You. 

Remember Your mercy, O Lord, 
C and Your steadfast love, for they have been from of old. 
L Lord Jesus, You are the Great Physician. 
C Bind up the brokenhearted, give sight to the blind, make the lame to walk 

and the deaf to hear. 

L We name before You those who are struggling in body, mind, and spirit and 
ask You to heal them: [names]. Remember Your mercy, O Lord, 

C and Your steadfast love, for they have been from of old. 
L Into Your hands, Lord Jesus, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

Your great mercy to hear and answer us. 
C Amen. 
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Service of the Sacrament 
PREFACE 
L The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
L Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
L Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

PROPER PREFACE 
L It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all plac-

es give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His 
life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared 
joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with 
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

 

SANCTUS HYMN  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
L Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of all creation, for You have had mer-

cy on us and given your only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have eternal life. 
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 In Your great wisdom, You tested Abraham and provided a ram as a substi-
tute sacrifice. In Your great mercy, You allowed Your Son to be tempted in 
every way that we are, and as He did not sin, You provided Him as the sub-
stitute sacrifice for our sins, including the temptations we so easily fall prey 
to.  

 

 We thank You for the forgiveness You freely offer us through Jesus Christ. 
Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of 
His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that 
come to us in His body and blood. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, hon-
or, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 
 

WORDS of INSTITUTION 
 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST            1 Corinthians 11:26; Revelation 22:20 

L As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 
death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
L O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood 

to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross 
and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection 
from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final 
judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

The LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
 come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our 
 daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
 trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us 
 from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
 and ever. Amen.  
 

PAX DOMINI 
L The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
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AGNUS DEI   “Jesus Lamb of God”         Farrell  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION     Gluten Free Wafers are available upon request. 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS     “Just as I Am, without One Plea”  LSB 570 

 

 

 
 

5. Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
Because Thy promise I believe, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
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6. Just as I am; Thy love unknown Has broken ev’ry barrier down; 
Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, O Lamb of God, I come, I come.       Public domain 

 

      “God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It”    LSB 594 

 

 

 

 

 

 
© 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011765. Public domain 
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POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
L Let us pray.  Lord Jesus, we thank You for pouring out Your body and blood 

and serving it to us in this Meal in bread and wine. In Your mercy, strength-
en and lead us as we face temptations and testing in this life on our way to 
the life to come, for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 

 

BENEDICAMUS 

L Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

BENEDICTION 

L The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C  Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

CLOSING HYMN  “The God of Abraham Praise”     LSB 798, v.8-9 
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Tune and text: Public domain 

 
 

POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 2. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission. 
 

Sanctus Hymn:  Text: Andrew R. Jones.  Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing House.  All Rights Reserved. 
 

Jesus, Lamb of God:  Bernadette Ferrell.  Copyright © 1991, Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.  Reprinted with permission 
under ONE LICENSE #A-736921. All rights reserved. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRESIDING MINISTER: Rev. Timothy D. Smith, Associate Pastor 
LITURGIST: Rev. Zach J. Holdorf, Senior Pastor   
ORGANIST: Mr. Matthew Hoehne, Director of Music 
MUSICIANS: Adult Handbell Choir—Shannon Grosnick, Director 
ELDERS: 8am—Todd Hauer, Troy Pagel; 9:30am—Michael Hase, Terry Knoll 
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WELCOME TO TRINITY!  
Your presence is very special to us. May your faith be strengthened and your life  

enriched as you join us in worship to God! 

 WORSHIP SCHEDULE—Holy Communion is celebrated on the 1st, 3rd, & 5th Sundays of the 
month in the Upper Sanctuary. We invite those who have been instructed in the teachings of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church to receive the Sacrament of the Altar. Others are asked to 
speak with a pastor  before receiving the Sacrament. Gluten free wafers are available upon 
request. 

 

 LARGE PRINT—large print copies of the bulletin are available on the table in the Narthex or 
you may ask the usher for one. 

 

 CHILDREN’S BULLETINS—for ages 3-6 & 7-12 years, are available on the table in the Narthex.  

 NURSERY—for children ages 3 & under. The upper level nursery is located near the Church 
Lounge on Sundays. Please Note: The upper level nursery will be unstaffed unless volunteers are available. 

• CHRISTIAN EDUCATION—Sunday School is available for children 4 years old through 6th 

Grade at 9:30am on Sunday mornings during the school year. Christian Education courses for 
adults and young adults are held at 9:30am on Sunday mornings & various times throughout 
the week during the school year. Trinity is committed to Christian Education through the 4K-
8th grade School, our Childcare (infant through 13 years), and through our association with 
Wisconsin Valley Lutheran High School. 

 

 ELEVATOR—is located next to the nursery on the upper level. On the lower level the elevator 
is located across from Classroom #101, which is past the offices. Use as needed. 

 

 RESTROOMS—Narthex level across from the Library, lower level next to the elevator.  
 

 JOINING TRINITY—We invite you to become part of this Christian community! If interested in 
membership, please speak with an elder or pastor, and we will contact you. 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP SERVICES IN THE UPPER SANCTUARY— 
8am & 9:30am Sunday 

BLENDED WORSHIP SERVICES IN THE UPPER SANCTUARY— 
5pm Saturday & 11am Sunday 

MISSION STATEMENT: 
To gather people who grow in faith and share Jesus with all. 

 

VISION STATEMENT: 
To strive to be a mature and faithful congregation that is focused on our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ. 

501 Stewart Avenue, Wausau, WI  54401 
Church: 715-842-0769 School: 715-848-0166 Fax: 715-843-7278 

Email: Trinity@Trinitynet.org   Web: www.trinitywausau.org 


