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Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost
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Rev. Timothy D. Smith
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FOCUS

We read today about three servants. Two were good and faithful. One
was evil and faithless. Two enter into the joy of their master. One does not. Our Lord
has entrusted us with many good and gracious gifts and sends us into the world to
make disciples and multiply the gifts we have received. Yet, it is not our own work that
leads us into the joy of our Master; rather, it is our Master’s work on our behalf. Jesus’
saving work of death and resurrection brings us into the joy of our Master.

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC
RINGING of the BELLS
WELCOME
OPENING HYMN

“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”

Public domain.
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Tune: “Love Divine,
All Loves Excelling”

INVOCATION
L
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES
L
C
L
C
L
C
L
C

L

Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all generations.
You have been our good and faithful Master.
You have poured out blessings upon us.
You have given us all we need to support this body and life.
We meditate on all that You have done.
We ponder the work of Your hands.
On account of Your name, O Lord, preserve our lives.
In Your righteousness, bring us out of trouble.

Confession and Absolution
Indeed, our heavenly Father has done wonderful things for us. He has given us
more than we could ever ask for or imagine. Yet, there have been times when
we have been ungrateful for God’s gifts, times when we have been lazy and
selfish with what He has given us, times when we have been unfaithful servants. Yet, our heavenly Father invites us to return to Him and ask for His forgiveness.
(Silence for reflection.)

C

L

C

Heavenly Father,
we confess that we have not been faithful with all of the good gifts You have
given us. We have sinned in our thoughts, words, and actions. We have failed
by our inactivity. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, O Lord, that we might be
restored as Your servants.
God hears your confession and has promised to be with you always. Almighty
God in His mercy has given His Son, Jesus Christ, to die and rise for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and
by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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HYMN of PRAISE

“This Is the Feast”

SALUTATION
L
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER of the DAY
L

C

Let us pray. Heavenly Father, You are our good and faithful Master. Thank You
for the abundance of blessings You have poured into our lives. Strengthen us by
Your mighty power, that we might serve You well and faithfully; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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Service of the Word
OLD TESTAMENT

Zephaniah 1:7-16
Be silent before the Lord God! For the day of the Lord is near; the Lord has prepared a
sacrifice and consecrated his guests. 8 And on the day of the Lord's sacrifice—“I will
punish the officials and the king's sons and all who array themselves in foreign attire.
9
On that day I will punish everyone who leaps over the threshold, and those who fill
their master's house with violence and fraud. 10 “On that day,” declares the Lord, “a cry
will be heard from the Fish Gate, a wail from the Second Quarter, a loud crash from the
hills. 11 Wail, O inhabitants of the Mortar! For all the traders are no more; all who
weigh out silver are cut off. 12 At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will
punish the men who are complacent, those who say in their hearts, ‘The Lord will not
do good, nor will he do ill.’ 13 Their goods shall be plundered, and their houses laid
waste. Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them; though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them.” 14 The great day of the Lord is near, near
and hastening fast; the sound of the day of the Lord is bitter; the mighty man cries
aloud there. 15 A day of wrath is that day, a day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin
and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness, 16 a
day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the fortified cities and against the lofty
battlements.
L
This is the Word of the Lord.
C
Thanks be to God.

PSALM

“O God, Our Help in Ages Past”

5.

Time, like an ever-rolling stream, Soon bears us all away;
We fly forgotten as a dream Dies at the op’ning day.

6.

O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come,
Be Thou our guard while troubles last And our eternal home!
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LSB 733

Public domain

EPISTLE

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to have anything written to you. 2 For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will
come like a thief in the night. 3 While people are saying, “There is peace and security,”
then sudden destruction will come upon them as labor pains come upon a pregnant
woman, and they will not escape. 4 But you are not in darkness, brothers, for that day
to surprise you like a thief. 5 For you are all children of light, children of the day. We are
not of the night or of the darkness. 6 So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us
keep awake and be sober. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get
drunk, are drunk at night. 8 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put
on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9 For God
has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10
who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might live with him. 11
Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing.
L
This is the Word of the Lord.
C
Thanks be to God.

HOLY GOSPEL

Matthew 25:14-30
L
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter.
C
Glory to You, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and
entrusted to them his property. 15 To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16 He who had received
the five talents went at once and traded with them, and he made five talents more.
17
So also he who had the two talents made two talents more. 18 But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master's money. 19 Now
after a long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with them.
20
And he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more,
saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here, I have made five talents more.’
21
His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful
over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 22 And he also
who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here, I have made two talents more.’ 23 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good
and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter
into the joy of your master.’ 24 He also who had received the one talent came forward,
saying, ...
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‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering
where you scattered no seed, 25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the
ground. Here, you have what is yours.’ 26 But his master answered him, ‘You wicked
and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sown and gather where I
scattered no seed? 27 Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers,
and at my coming I should have received what was my own with interest. 28 So take the
talent from him and give it to him who has the ten talents. 29 For to everyone who has
will more be given, and he will have an abundance. But from the one who has not,
even what he has will be taken away. 30 And cast the worthless servant into the outer
darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’”
L
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C
Praise to You, O Christ.

A SPECIAL MESSAGE for the CHILDREN
HYMN of the DAY

“God Whose Giving Knows No Ending”
Tune: “Lord
Whose Love Through Humble Service”

Text: Robert L. Edwards. Copyright © 1961, ren. 1989 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company. Reprinted with permission
under ONELICENSE #A-736921. All rights reserved.
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SERMON

“Yes Master”

Rev. Timothy D. Smith

NICENE CREED
C

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God
of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the
Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit
of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us,
under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He
rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and
sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is
worshipped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in
one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for
the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the
life T of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER of the CHURCH (After each petition, the following is said…)
L
C

Lord in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

OFFERTORY

“Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”
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LSB 955

© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011765.

Service of the Sacrament
PREFACE
L
C
L
C
L
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE
L

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, for He is our good and faithful Master who has called us out of
darkness and into His marvelous light. Therefore with angels and archangels
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and singing:
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SANCTUS

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
L

C

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those
whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son to be our good and faithful
Master. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, liberate, and defend us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather
us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful
the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory,
honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORDS of INSTITUTION

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST
L
C

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death
until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
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L

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to
eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the
dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

The LORD’S PRAYER
C

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

PAX DOMINI
L
C

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

AGNUS DEI

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

Gluten Free Wafers are available upon request.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
“Great Is Thy Faithfulness”

© 1923, renewed 1951 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011765.
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LSB 809

“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”

© 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011765.
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LSB 411

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
L

C

Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have graced us with
Your presence in this Sacrament, and we pray that You would keep us in the
one true faith until life everlasting when we enter into the joy of our Master;
through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION
L

C

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

DISMISSAL
L
C

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CLOSING HYMN

“Saints, See the Cloud of Witnesses”
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LSB 667, v.1,4,6

Tune: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005874
Text: © 1997 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005874

POSTLUDE

PRESIDING MINISTER: Rev. Timothy D. Smith, Associate Pastor
LITURGIST: Mr. Rick Stengl, DCE
ORGANIST: Mr. Matthew Hoehne, Director of Music
ELDERS: 8am—Raun Egner, Terry Knoll; 9:30am—Doug Beisner, Chad Schwantes
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Look for the Accompanying Worship Service Video
Watch on Facebook
(Available beginning at 12:00 Noon on Sunday, November 15, 2020)
Search “@TrinityWausau” for our Trinity Lutheran Church & School page
Or click the link: https://www.facebook.com/trinitywausau/
Watch on YouTube
(Available beginning at 12:00 Noon on Sunday, November 15, 2020)
Search “Trinity Lutheran Wausau” and subscribe to our channel
Or click the link: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJOcRCEO0DmpQK0VyEnrcBA
Watch Online
https://waam.viebit.com/
Watch on TV
Local TV Channel 980 (Charter Spectrum)
9pm Wednesday, 2pm Thursday, and 8am Friday
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WELCOME TO TRINITY!
May your faith be strengthened and your life enriched as you join us in worship to God!

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP SERVICES IN THE UPPER SANCTUARY—
8am & 9:30am Sunday
BLENDED WORSHIP SERVICES IN THE UPPER SANCTUARY—
5pm Saturday & 11am Sunday





•





WORSHIP SCHEDULE—Holy Communion is celebrated on the 1st, 3rd, & 5th Sundays of the
month in the Upper Sanctuary. We invite those who have been instructed in the teachings of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church to receive the Sacrament of the Altar. Others are asked to
speak with a pastor before receiving the Sacrament. Gluten free wafers are available upon
request.
LARGE PRINT—large print copies of the bulletin are available on the table in the Narthex or
you may ask the usher for one.
NURSERY—for children ages 3 & under. The upper level nursery is located near the Church
Lounge on Sundays. Please Note: The upper level nursery will be unstaffed unless volunteers are available.
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION—Sunday School is available for children 4 years old through 6th
Grade at 9:30am on Sunday mornings during the school year. Christian Education courses for
adults and young adults are held at 9:30am on Sunday mornings & various times throughout
the week during the school year. Trinity is committed to Christian Education through the 4K8th grade School, our Childcare (infant through 13 years), and through our association with
Wisconsin Valley Lutheran High School.
ELEVATOR—is located next to the nursery on the upper level. On the lower level the elevator
is located across from Classroom #101, which is past the offices. Use as needed.
RESTROOMS—Narthex level across from the Library, lower level next to the elevator.
JOINING TRINITY—We invite you to become part of this Christian community! If interested in
membership, please let an elder or pastor know, and we will contact you.

MISSION STATEMENT:
To gather people who grow in faith and share Jesus with all.
VISION STATEMENT:
To strive to be a mature and faithful congregation that is focused on our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ.

501 Stewart Avenue, Wausau, WI 54401
Church: 715-842-0769 School: 715-848-0166 Fax: 715-843-7278
Email: Trinity@Trinitynet.org Web: www.trinitywausau.org
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