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 Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

“Belonging to the Lord” 
Rev. Zach J. Holdorf 

8am & 9:30am Sunday, September 13, 2020 
 

FOCUS In adversity and blessing, we belong to the Lord. Joseph became an em-

issary of God’s mercy despite His brothers’ evil intent. As we navigate and process 
quarrels, judgments, and opinions, human adversity distorts our life with Christ. We 
belong to Him as we strive to live. We belong to Him as we prepare to die. Christ re-
solves adversity from His heart, resolving disputes with wisdom, love, and forgiveness. 
This, too, is our blessing to receive and to share. 
 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 
 
  

RINGING of the BELLS 
 
 

WELCOME 
 
 

OPENING HYMN      “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven”    LSB 793 
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INVOCATION 

L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 

 
Confession and Absolution 

L Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

(Silence for self-examination.) 
 

 Let us confess our sins to God, confident of His grace and forgiveness to all who 
are penitent. 

C I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, 
my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my 
fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God 
Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to ever-
lasting life. Amen. 

 

L The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of 
all your sins. Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Fa-
ther and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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HYMN of PRAISE “From All That Dwell Below the Skies”  LSB 816 

 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 

 

SALUTATION 
L The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

PRAYER of the DAY 
L Let us pray. Gracious Lord, You have rescued us from our bondage to sin and 

given us a new life and identity in Baptism. Grant us Your grace that we live in 
peace with all people and show to those around us the same forgiveness that 
You have shown to us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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Service of the Word 

OLD TESTAMENT             Genesis 50:15-21 

When Joseph's brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that Jo-
seph will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” 16 So they sent a 
message to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this command before he died: 17 ‘Say to 
Joseph, “Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin, because they 
did evil to you.”’ And now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the God 
of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18 His brothers also came and fell 
down before him and said, “Behold, we are your servants.” 19 But Joseph said to them, 
“Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? 20 As for you, you meant evil against me, but 
God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they 
are today. 21 So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he com-
forted them and spoke kindly to them. 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING       “If We Are Living”                  Arr. Marty Haugen 

                    Trans. Deborah Schmitz 
 

EPISTLE              Romans 14:1-12 
As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions.  
2 One person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegeta-
bles. 3 Let not the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who 
abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has welcomed him. 4 Who are 
you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own master that he 
stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand. 5 One per-
son esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all days alike. Each 
one should be fully convinced in his own mind. 6 The one who observes the day, ob-
serves it in honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he 
gives thanks to God, while the one who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and 
gives thanks to God. 7 For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself.  
8 For if we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether 
we live or whether we die, we are the Lord's. 9 For to this end Christ died and lived 
again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living. 10 Why do you pass 
judgment on your brother? ... 



6 

 

Or you, why do you despise your brother? For we will all stand before the judgment 
seat of God; 11 for it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and 
every tongue shall confess to God.” 12 So then each of us will give an account of himself 
to God. 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL            Matthew 18:21-35 

L The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, 
and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you 
seven times, but seventy-seven times. 23 “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his servants. 24 When he began 
to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. 25 And since he 
could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that 
he had, and payment to be made. 26 So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, 
‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the 
master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But when that same 
servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denar-
ii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 So his fellow 
servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’  
30 He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. 31 When his 
fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went 
and reported to their master all that had taken place. 32 Then his master summoned 
him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you 
pleaded with me. 33 And should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I 
had mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he 
should pay all his debt. 35 So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you 
do not forgive your brother from your heart.” 
L This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
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 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the   
 Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was   
 crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell. The third day He 
 rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
 hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the 
 living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
 saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T  
 everlasting. Amen. 
 

A SPECIAL MESSAGE for the CHILDREN 

 

HYMN of the DAY “Come, Imagine Life Together”      Text: Starke, v.1-3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Text: Stephen P. Starke. Copyright © 2012 Stephen P. Starke; admin. Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.; Tune: 
Hyfrydol, Public domain 

 

SERMON                 “Belonging to the Lord”        Rev. Zach J. Holdorf 
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HYMN of the DAY “Come, Imagine Life Together”      Text: Starke, v.4-5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke. Copyright © 2012 Stephen P. Starke; admin. Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.; Tune: 
Hyfrydol, Public domain 

 

PRAYER of the CHURCH 

L Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people ac-
cording to their needs. 

 

 Lord, grant that we not judge without mercy but forgive without limit, that we 
who have known the fullness of Your mercy in Christ also manifest a compas-
sionate heart against those who sin against us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
L Lord, grant to Your Church Your Spirit and power, that we be supplied with 

faithful pastors and church workers to serve us in Your name, and that we hear 
and heed the voice of Your Word and walk in holiness of life. Lord, in Your mer-
cy, 

C hear our prayer. 

L Lord, grant to those who lead us in this nation and in all the nations wisdom 
and integrity, that they pursue what is good and right and just according to 
Your Word and commands, and serve the common good. Deliver us from terror 
and threat, and give Your peace to the nations. Lord, in Your mercy, 
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C hear our prayer. 
L Lord, grant to the sick and all who suffer any affliction of body, mind, or soul 

the blessing of Your mercy, with forgiveness according to Your will, and Your 
presence and comfort to sustain them through the day of trouble. Hear us es-
pecially on behalf of those for whom our intercession has been requested, 
[names], and those we name in our hearts. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
L Lord, grant to the homeless, the widowed, the orphaned, and the unemployed 

Your strength to bear up under the weight of their trials and Your guidance to 
bring them to the places where their needs may be answered. Open our hearts 
to care for them and support them in their need. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
L Lord, grant to us grateful hearts that with our voices we offer You the sacrifice 

of praise and thanksgiving, and with our tithes and offerings show forth our 
confidence in Your loving care and our desire to support the work of Your 
Church. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

(Local concerns may be added here.) 
 

L Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 
mercy through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

The LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
 come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our   
 daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
 trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us   
 from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever   
 and ever. Amen.  
 

BENEDICAMUS 

L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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BENEDICTION 

L The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL 

L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

CLOSING HYMN  “Christ Our Human Likeness Sharing”  LSB 847 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tune: Regent Square 

 
 
 

POSTLUDE 
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PRESIDING MINISTER: Rev. Zach J. Holdorf, Senior Pastor 
LITURGIST: Rev. Timothy D. Smith, Associate Pastor 
ORGANIST: Mr. Matthew Hoehne, Director of Music 
ELDERS: 8am—Ted Gruhn; 9:30am—Craig Singkofer 
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Look for the Accompanying Worship Service Video 
 

Watch on Facebook 
(Beginning at 12:00 Noon on Sunday, September 13, 2020) 
Search “@TrinityWausau” for our Trinity Lutheran Church & School page 
Or click the link: https://www.facebook.com/trinitywausau/  
 
Watch on YouTube 
(Beginning at 12:00 Noon on Sunday, September 13, 2020) 
Search “Trinity Lutheran Wausau” and subscribe to our channel 
Or click the link: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJOcRCEO0DmpQK0VyEnrcBA  
 
Watch Online 
https://waam.viebit.com/  
 
Watch on TV 
Local TV Channel 980 (Charter Spectrum) 
9pm Wednesday, 2pm Thursday, and 8am Friday 

https://www.facebook.com/trinitywausau/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJOcRCEO0DmpQK0VyEnrcBA
https://waam.viebit.com/
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WELCOME TO TRINITY!  
May your faith be strengthened and your life enriched  

as you join us in worship to God!   

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP SERVICES IN THE UPPER SANCTUARY— 
      8am & 9:30am Sunday 

BLENDED WORSHIP SERVICES IN THE UPPER SANCTUARY— 
5pm Saturday & 11am Sunday 

 WORSHIP SCHEDULE—Holy Communion is celebrated on the 1st, 3rd, & 5th Sundays of the 
month in the Upper Sanctuary. We invite those who have been instructed in the teachings of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church to receive the Sacrament of the Altar. Others are asked to 
speak with a pastor before receiving the Sacrament. Gluten free wafers are available upon 
request. 

 

 LARGE PRINT—large print copies of the bulletin are available on the table in the Narthex or 
you may ask the usher for one. 

 

 CHILDREN’S BULLETINS—for ages 3-6 & 7-12 years, are available on the table in the Narthex.  

 NURSERY—two nurseries are for children ages 3 & under. The upper level nursery is located 
near the Church Lounge on Sundays. The lower level nursery located near the SLC will be avail-
able for parent use as well on Saturday evenings and Sunday mornings.  Please Note: The upper and 

lower level nurseries will be unstaffed unless volunteers are available. 

• CHRISTIAN EDUCATION—Sunday School is available for children 4 years old through 6th 

Grade at 9:30am on Sunday mornings during the school year. Christian Education courses for 
adults and young adults are held at 9:30am on Sunday mornings & various times throughout 
the week during the school year. Trinity is committed to Christian Education through the 4K-
8th grade Day School, our Early Childhood Learning Center (infant through 13 years), and 
through our association with Wisconsin Valley Lutheran High School.  

 

 

 ELEVATOR—is located next to the nursery on the upper level. On the lower level the elevator 
is located across from Classroom #101, which is past the offices. Use as needed. 

 

 RESTROOMS—Narthex level across from the Library, lower level next to the elevator.  
 

 JOINING TRINITY—We invite you to become part of this Christian community! If interested in 
membership, please speak to an elder or pastor, and we will contact you. 

MISSION STATEMENT: 
To gather people who grow in faith and share Jesus with all. 

 

VISION STATEMENT: 
To strive to be a mature and faithful congregation that is focused on our Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ. 

501 Stewart Avenue, Wausau, WI  54401 
Church: 715-842-0769 School: 715-848-0166 Fax: 715-843-7278 

Email: Trinity@Trinitynet.org   Web: www.trinitywausau.org 


